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been very simple and ignorant while on earth, and
he saw also many who had been very learned and
wise. He met some of his former friends, but
others whom he had known on earth had made their
home with the evil. There were some people
whose lives had been so gentle and sincere and un-
selfish that as they awoke in the spiritual world
they found themselves on the very threshold of
heaven and came almost at once among the angels.

At times he saw men and women, whose earthly
bodies were feeble and worn with age and toil, come
into the sunshine of the other world and grow quickly
into the Strong, fresh vigour and beauty of youth.

One day, when Swedenborg's spiritual eyes were
opened and he was in heaven, there passed near to
him Mary who had been the mother of Jesus. She
was dressed in white and Stood for a moment near
to him. They spoke together. She said she had
indeed been the mother of Jesus but that now she
worshipped Jesus as God. While He lived on earth,
He had become fully Divine and was no longer her
son, and she was unwilling that any one should
speak of Him as her son.

This was all she said, but Swedenborg tells of
that meeting in several of his books and he records
it in much the same words. He treasured the
memory of it as one of the moSt wonderful experi-
ences of his life.